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The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of Benzie County was called to order by
Chairman Rosa at the Road Commission offices in Honor, Michigan on Thursday October 22, 2020 at 9:30 a.m.
Present:

Chairman Bob Rosa
Vice-Chairman James Bowers
Member Ted Mick

Manager Matt Skeels
Finance Manager/Clerk Joe Nedow

Guests: Gary Sauer, Sherry Taylor, Richard Nielsen and Sean Duperron.
The agenda was accepted as presented.
October 9, 2020 regular meeting minutes were approved.
Motion by Commissioner Bowers and supported by Commissioner Mick to pay bills #47581 to #47628 in the
amount of $158,133.47, and Payroll #21 for $79,229.47.
Discussion: None. Ayes: Rosa, Bowers and Mick. Nays: None. Motion is hereby adopted.
Cash Summary: Reviewed – no comments offered.
Work Summary:
-Reviewed written report summarizing the tasks and activities completed or in-progress for each department
head. Skeels also updated the Board on the status of the on-going group health insurance renewal efforts.
Standing guest: Gary Sauer, County Commissioner – Presented an oral report for items/issues the Benzie
County Board of Commissioners is dealing with as well as events impacting local government from around
Benzie County.
Public Input: None.
Items Before the Board:
Crystal Lake Township Representative Richard Nielsen: 2021 proposed road projects funding
Nielsen had contacted Skeels earlier to ask for cost estimates to pave a portion of Airport Road (from M-115 to
Carlson less the portion already upgraded), Sunset Drive and a portion of Michigan Avenue for the 2021 paving
season. Nielsen had also indicated interest in crack filling the first half mile of Carlson and possibly including
Lobb Road as well. Nielsen also stated he received a request from a concerned township resident about the
lack of guardrail on Robinson Road and that the Road Commission had provided two cost estimates; one for
installing new guardrail components and a lower cost proposal for installing used stock. Skeels pointed out the
Road Commission’s Local Road Improvement Policy currently require a township to fund 100% for this type of
improvement and asked the Board if there is any interest in granting an exception to include guardrail, with the
Road Commission’s maximum contribution capped at $5,000.00 with Crystal Lake Township responsible for the
remainder. Nielsen then stated that if this agreeable, he should be able to convince his Township Board to
agree to the new terms. After further discussion, Commissioners Rosa and Bowers stated their support to the
proposal and instructed Skeels to update the Road Commission’s Local Road Improvement policy for review
and adoption at their next meeting.
Heard status reports from Johnson and Fasel. Johnson presented a photo of a prototype 2024 model Western
Star plow truck we will be utilizing over the next eighteen months so that the manufacturer can obtain feedback
under actual driving conditions. Any service to the vehicle will be provided by Grand Traverse Diesel Service.
Fasel gave a rundown on the recently completed paving/culvert projects and updated the Board on the tasks the
crew members have been performing.
Request from Tony Harris asking the Board to approve constructing a driveway accessing Cinder Road instead
of Ridge Road (private): Harris had provided a drawing showing where the proposed driveway is to be
constructed for the Board and staff to review and Fasel offered no objections to the request and added that he
expects two other lot owners in that subdivision to make a similar request in the future.

Page 2 of 2
.
Motion by Commissioner Bowers, supported by Commissioner Rosa granting permission to Harris authorizing
him to construct a driveway that accesses Cinder Road instead of on an existing private road. The Board grants
this exception to the Road Commission’s residential driveway standards.
Discussion: None.
Ayes: Rosa, Bowers and Mick. Nays: None. – Motion is hereby adopted.
Request: letter of support: proposed motorcycle trail crossing on DNR property Platte Township: West Michigan
Trail Rides representative Sean Duperron provided an outline for a proposed motorcycle trail that could possibly
utilize an existing snowmobile crossing on Fowler Road as well as across several unmaintained seasonal roads
in that area. He further explained that due to the lengthy MDNR internal process to create the trail, is asking the
Road Commission to write a letter of support before proceeding.
Motion by Commissioner Bowers, supported by Commissioner Rosa instructing Skeels to write a letter of
support for the construction of a proposed single-track motorcycle trail on state land in Platte Township to the
Benzie County Parks and Recreation Commission with the following conditions:
-provide funding to install signage to warn automobile traffic of the approaching trail crossing on Fowler Road
and erect additional standard signage for trail users approaching the crossings of primary and seasonal county
roads as illustrated in the “Michigan Motorized Trail Maintenance and Signing Handbook.”
Discussion: None. Ayes: Rosa, Bowers and Mick. Nays: None. – Motion is hereby adopted.
Correspondence/Information/Discussion:
Letter dated October 5, 2020 from Beth McWhorter to the Benzie County Road Commission and to Benzie
County seeking restitution for injuries sustained when she tripped at the beach access at the end of Point Betsie
Road on August 12, 2020. Skeels informed the Board the letter was forwarded on to the Road Commission’s
Self Insurance Pool for them to address and respond to.
Public Input: None.
Board Round Table:
Briefly discussed the following subjects:
-Ongoing investigation to identify a vehicle that disregarded our work-zone restrictions and almost hit one of our
employees. Vehicle has been identified and the matter turned over the to law enforcement to address.
-Skeels informed the Board they would be asked to approve at a later date a summary document requested by
MERS acknowledging how the Road Commission administer our pension plans.
-Conservation Resource Alliance representative Kim Balke will be calling into the next Board meeting to explain
a request to approve a two-year agreement with the CRA to track down and locate special funding for future
culvert and stream crossing projects – the cost of which would be $10,000.00 to participate.
-News that in regards to the upcoming Ironman race event, a recent Attorney General ruling now requires
townships to submit road closure applications to MDOT and that this ruling removes the Road Commission out
of the picture.
-Discuss how to carry out snowplowing this fall/winter in the event the COVID-19 situation deteriorates to the
point of another possible shutdown.
-Discuss the possibility of cancelling the November 23rd regular meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

_______________________________

Robert Rosa, Chairman

____________________________

Joel Nedow, Clerk

